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Subject: Brown bear cubs Bruno and Masha at the Bear Sanctuary of Farchrosarctams
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ARCTUROS is a civil, non-profit company, aiming for the Protection of '~_._x
Wildlife and the Natural Environment that was founded in September ;5

1992. The organisation’s actions focused initially on the brown bear L
(Ursus arctos), as the study of this species offers the potential for a
comprehensive approach to management issues of biodiversity in S
Greece. Since 1996 the actions of the organization have expanded to :j{
include research and protection actions for other species of wildlife &

R

(e.g., wolf, roe deer, otter, etc.) and management actions for protected = -
areas of the “NATURA 2000” European Network of Protected Areas. —f:-;
ARCTUROS’ main objectives currently are the promotion of cooperation 11'\

between governmental and non-governmental organisations in Greece
and the Balkans, raising environmental awareness, and exploiting every opportunity for the
most effective preservation of wildlife and the natural environment in general.

In 1993 the “Brown Bear Sanctuary” of ARCTUROS was founded in an attempt to prevent
and ultimately eliminate the cruel exploitation of bears as dancing bears, as well as offer
shelter for bears living in captivity under unacceptable conditions. It has since been
renamed to “Environmental Centre ARCTUROS” and expanded, to include now a Veterinary
Centre, a Brown Bear Information Centre and a Wolf Information Centre and Sanctuary.
The “Environmental Centre ARCTUROS” currently operates in the Nymfaio — Aetos area of
the Prefecture of Florina and serves broader informational, educational and environmental
purposes.

Within the framework of the activities of the “Environmental Centre”, ARCTUROS received
in 2017 two brown bears from Montenegro. These bears, “Bruno” and “Masha” were two
bear cubs that were supposedly found as orphans in Montenegro. ARCTUROS agreed to
take these bears in and place them in the Rehabilitation project for orphan bear cubs. The
bear cubs indeed entered the program and were raised under a strict protocol with
minimum contact with humans, special training for feeding, etc. However, from “day one”
the bears have shown a “strange” behavior: both appeared to be attracted by their human
care takers and constantly tried to get in touch with them. Unfortunately, they didn’t give
up on this behavior even when they grew older. It is important to note that, as per the
information that we have received, prior to their arrival to Greece the bear cubs were not
handled properly. It is obvious (see Image 1) that the bear cubs were not treated in the
correct way, they were handled constantly by different people and therefore were
habituated towards humans. Because of this behavior, our team decided that these
animals were not suitable for re-introduction; the competent authorities in Montenegro
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have been informed of this fact. Then, a decision was made for these animals to remain at
the Bear Sanctuary of ARCTUROS, in Nymfeo, Florina, Greece, as there was at that time no
suitable shelter for them in Montenegro. Masha and Bruno are now living in a forest area
of 2 hectares, along with other bears of their age. They have their dens for winter sleep,
ponds for swimming and food provided from the caretakers. The sanctuary is big enough to
provide the bears the possibility to avoid visitors if they want to, however visitors of the
sanctuary are always accompanied by a trained tour guide and there is never interaction
between the visitors and the bears. During winter, the sanctuary is closed and the bears
have the chance to experience their winter sleep with no distractions, noises etc. Bruno
and Masha are totally adjusted to their environment and they are living perfectly happy
and healthy (Image 2).

For further information, please do not hesitate to contact us,

Sincerely,
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Image 1: Brown bear cub in Montenegro — the animal is treated improperly, with lots of
unnecessary contact to humans
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Image 2: Bruna and Masha in their enclosure at the Bear Sanctuary of ARCTUROS



